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Chief Justice McLachlin, Honourable Justices of the Supreme Court of Canada, other 

honourable members of the judiciary, Minister Nicholson, Attorney General Gerretson, 

family and friends of Justices Moldaver and Karakatsanis, honoured guests, colleagues, 

ladies and gentlemen: 

 

It is with great pleasure and honour that I today offer congratulations to Justices 

Karakatsanis and Moldaver and to their families, in my capacity as President of the 

Federation of Law Societies of Canada, the national coordinating body of Canada’s 14 

law societies which govern over 100,000 lawyers and 3,500 Quebec notaries in the 

public interest. That I do so on my last day as President of the Federation is a particular 

privilege.  

 

Today is a very important day in the history of Canada, and the Federation is grateful for 

the opportunity to play a role in these proceedings.   

 



2 

 

We are tremendously fortunate to live in a country where the Rule of Law is a principle 

that so firmly defines who we are as a people and that is at the core of all of our 

relationships and daily interactions, be they personal, commercial, or with the State.  

Our strong and vibrant system of administration of justice is a precious gift we must 

never take for granted. Indeed, if Canada is the envy of the world and a place that has a 

magnetic attraction for people everywhere, it is in part because of our belief in the Rule 

of Law and our respect for our justice system.  Public faith in our justice system is 

essential if the system is to function and function well. Those of us entrusted to work 

within our justice system must work hard to always maintain that faith.  

 

Justices Karakatsanis and Moldaver, you have been granted the tremendous and rare 

opportunity to serve on the most important Court in this land, and to render decisions 

that will prove time and again to Canadians that their faith in our system is well-placed. 

 

The journeys you both embarked upon to serve the public within our justice system 

began years ago. For Justice Moldaver, that journey began in 1973 and for Justice 

Karakatsanis it began in 1982.  For it was then that your commitment to uphold the Rule 

of Law and serve the public good began, when you swore the oath administered at your 

call to the bar, your first day as a lawyer.  

 

Members of the legal profession occupy a special place in the administration of justice 

in Canada. They are entrusted with the responsibility of helping to shepherd ordinary 

people through the maze of rules that order our lives, giving voice to their grievances 
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and, overall, effectively enabling their participation in the justice system.  Competence, 

honour and integrity are what define the mission of these professionals, and living these 

ideals contributes to ensuring that Canadians continue to have faith in the very system 

that is designed to protect them. 

 

Canada’s law societies understand the critical role played by the legal profession in the 

administration of justice and constantly strive for excellence in the discharge of their 

public interest mandates. Thriving democracies are served by an independent, ethical, 

and competent legal profession, and it falls to all actors in the legal system to play their 

roles to the highest standards, and with honour and respect for those to whom we are 

ultimately accountable – the public.  

 

Justices Moldaver and Karakatsanis, while you began your journeys to uphold the Rule 

of Law as lawyers, your appointment to this Court is a recognition of the many and 

significant contributions you have made since that time. 

 

Justice Moldaver, many of your achievements have already been referred to today, but I 

would like to highlight your significant work in the field of legal education at every level. 

This includes many years teaching criminal law to aspiring lawyers at Osgoode Hall and 

the University of Toronto, years of assisting with the continuing education of lawyers 

both before and after your appointment to the bench, and speaking at the National 

Judicial institute for the ongoing benefit of your fellow members of the judiciary.  
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In my view, this work is a distinguishing feature of your career, and demonstrates an 

ongoing commitment to improving the quality and competence of the legal profession, 

and the judiciary. In the end, the Canadian public is the beneficiary.   

 

Your contributions have certainly been impressive, confirmed by my extensive study of 

your background using state of the art research tools – Google. My research reveals the 

local paper in your hometown, Peterborough, devoted 24 paragraphs about you and 

your family. They were obviously very proud.   

 

However, I noted the Niagara Retirement News Weekly, on October 19th, listed your 

appointment after its top story, the history-making run of a 100 year old marathoner. I 

am afraid you took second billing that day.  I am sure however, that with a long career 

on this country’s top Court, you may someday rate their top billing.  After all, there will 

no doubt be many days when you feel like you have just run a marathon. 

 

Justice Karakatsanis, your contributions to the legal world are no less significant.  You 

too have demonstrated a commitment to legal education, and have shown yourself to 

be a great community volunteer. 

 

But I wish to highlight your contributions as a public service lawyer. You rose through 

the senior ranks of the Ontario Liquor Licence Board, then served five years as 

assistant and deputy attorney general, followed by a posting as Secretary of the Cabinet 

and Clerk of the Executive Council in Ontario.  As the senior public servant you were 
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ultimately responsible for the day to day operations of the Government of Ontario.  

These experiences bring a first-hand understanding of the inner workings of the 

Executive branch of government and will greatly enrich the work of this Court.  

 

I also carried out extensive supplementary research about you, Justice Karakatsanis.  I 

note the pride you take in your Greek heritage, your studious nature, and your work 

ethic as evidenced by your early career as a waitress in your family’s restaurant.   

It also seems we could have saved a great deal of time speculating about these 

appointments to the Supreme Court if we had only thought to ask your mother.  In one 

published account of your appointment, your mother is quoted as saying she “expected 

it somehow”.  Well, never doubt a mother’s intuition. 

 

Your days on this Court will certainly offer as many challenges as you faced in your 

previous careers, and I am sure you will continue to live up to your mother’s  

expectations and the confidence that your family and the legal community have rightly 

placed in you. 

 

Justices Karakatsanis and Moldaver, on behalf of all of Canada’s law societies, I offer 

heartfelt and sincere congratulations.  The people of Canada have every reason to 

continue to place their faith in the work of this Court. 

 

Thank you. 


